Primary neoplasms of the ovine testis are rare [8] . Seminomas [2, 6, 7] and Sertoli cell tumours [1, 5] have been recorded. I report a papillary cystadenocarcinoma in the testis of an aged Merino ram.
combinations of these. The tunica vaginalis and tunica albuginea were thickened and fused (fig. I). The right epididymus was compressed but otherwise normal. The left testis and epididymus were small and firm and weighed 130 g.
Histologically the tumour was composed of irregularly proliferating epithelial tissue. There were numerous papillary projections, branching cords and cystic spaces in an irregular pattern. These structures were lined by one to three layers of small cuboidal to low columnar epithelial cells with large spherical nuclei, one or two nucleoli and pale cytoplasm ( fig. 2 ). Homogeneous eosinophilic fluid was present in some cystic spaces. Some acinar structures were formed by epithelial cells that were more anaplastic. Mitotic figures were rare. The septa consisted of mature fibrous tissue. The remainder of the stroma was loose vascular connective tissue. Scattered throughout the tumour were areas of haemorrhage and small foci of mineralisation.
The right epididymus was not invaded by the neoplasm. No metastases were seen in sections of superficial and deep inguinal or internal iliac lymph nodes, nor in liver, kidney, spleen or lung sections.
This neoplasm was classified as a primary papillary cystadenocarcinoma, with probable origin in the rete testis. The expansive growth of the tumour precluded specific identification of the site of origin. Adenocarcinoma of the rete testis is a rare neoplasm of the human male genital tract [3, 4] and has not been recorded previously in animals. 
